
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Samuel Hamilton House 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: PG:74B-5 

J^ZJCJ 
Property Address 17205 Mill Branch Place, Mitchellville vicinity, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Meiton Canter, 17205 Mill Branch Place. Mitchellville MP 20716 
Year Built circa 1880 

Description: 

The Samuel Hamilton House was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
in 1985. Since the time of the previous survey, a 1-story modern addition has been constructed on the southeast end of 
the house. The entire house has been covered in modern, vinyl siding. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The Samuel Hamilton House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not eligible under 
Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends signficant in the 
development of national, state or local history. While the property is associated with agriculture in Prince George's 
County, it does not include any outstanding outbuildings, nor is it exemplary of a specific trend in agriculture. Historic 
research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and 
therefore it does not meet Criterion B. The property is not eligible under Criterion C because it is a common type of which 
better examples exist, l-houses exist in great numbers in this region, and the integrity of this example has been 
compromised by the large modern addition and vinyl siding. 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey: PG174B-5 Building Date: 1870s, 1950s 

Building Name: Samuel Hamilton House 

Location: 17205 Mill Branch Place, Mitchellville, MP 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Samuel Hamilton House is side-gabled, and two-and-one-half-stories high, of wood 
frame construction. The main block is three bays by two. Entrance is in the central bay of the 
south facade, sheltered by a one-story porch supported by turned posts. The south entrance is 
flanked by two tall double casement windows; windows lighting the second story of the south 
facade are 1/1 double hung sash. At loft level on the south facade there is a central crossgable 
lighted by a two-section lunette window; the jig-sawn vergeboards which decorated the 
crossgable have been removed. One interior corbelled brick chimney rises at the ridge near the 
west gable end. Extending north from and flush with the east gable end of the main block is a 
one-story kitchen wing, built in the 1950s. The wood siding of the main block is covered with 
white synthetic shingle, as is the wing, and the roof with gray synthetic shingle. The foundations 
are probably of brick, but are covered with concrete; there is no basement. A short distance 
southeast of the house are the gravestones of members of the Samuel Hamilton family. Several 
early 20th-century farm buildings complete the farm complex. 

Significance: 

The Samuel Hamilton farm complex was developed in the period soon after the Civil War 
in the Queen Anne District of Prince George's County where other members of the Hamilton 
family settled and farmed. In 1876, Samuel Hamilton purchased a 118-acre farm, and soon 
thereafter built the subject house, considerably smaller and more modest in form than the houses 
of his sister and brother, but embellished with decorative jigsawn ornament. After the death of 
Samuel Hamilton (in 1915) and of his wife (in 1931), the property was sold to Merton Canter, 
whose family continues to farm it today. In the 1950s the Canters built and moved into a small 
new house fronting directly on Mill Branch Road, and the older house was renovated. The 
original kitchen wing was demolished and replaced by the current modern wing, the fireplaces 
were closed, synthetic shingle siding was applied, and the south porch rebuilt; later the Victorian 
vergeboards were removed from the central crossgable. The farmstead is representative of turn-
of-the-century County farms, but the farmhouse itself no longer retains historic architectural 
integrity. 

Acreage: 116.24 acres 



ruai/iauu niiturical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

S u r v e y N o . PG # 7 4 B - 5 

Magi No . 

DOE yes no 

"f • N a i T i e ( i n d i c a t e preferred name) 

bktorie Samuel Hamilton House . . • 

end/or common 

2. Location 
street * number 1 7 2 0 5 M i l 1 B r a n c h P l a c e 

city, town M i t c h e l l v i l l e vicinity of 

data Maryland county 

3. Classification 

• 

congressional district 

-

_ not for puoMctffoit 

5 

Category "Ownership 
district- public 

_X_buUd*ng<s) X priwt* 
_ _ structure ___ botti 

sit* PuMIe Acquisition 
object In process 

being considered 
X not a p p l i c a b l e 

s t a t u * 
-X—occupied 

unoccupied 
_ _ work in progress 
A o c s i e t t l t 
_ , yes: restricted 

Present Use 
- X _ agriculture 
___ commercial 

educations! 
^^^ ontsrtsli iment 
_ B government 

Industrial 

museum 
parte 

JL- privets* residence 
rellglous-
scientific 

transportation 
no military 

4 a O w n e r O f P r o p e r t y (g ive names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

Mertipn Canter, J r . 

t tTMt «V rxjin^ajr 1720.5 Mill Branch Place telephone no.: 

city; town M i t c h e l l v i l l e s t a t e and z i p code MD 20716 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc Prince George's County Administration Bldg l i b a r l 0 , 7 3 5 

• number 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive f o l i o 317 

dty.town- Upper Marlboro state MD 20772 

6, Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
y^ Prince George's County Historic Sites & Districts Plan 

1992 
state _ county toca. 

depository for survey records H i s t o r i c Preservation Sec t ion , M-NCPPC 

Upper Marlboro city, town MD 



7. Description Survey No. P G # 7 5 B - 5 

Condition Chock ono Chock or«o 
axcailorrt oatarioratod unaltered Y original site 
S0 0^ ™'n» - S _ altered movod data of move 
fair unoxpoaod 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s ^ r i - t i c n ~.t tha ; i i : u r : ; 
var ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

a.*.v^ . . —> 

The Samuel Hamilton House stands on a 116-acre tract of level farmland, watered by the 
Mill Branch and fronting on Mill Branch Road. There are several tobacco barns and other farm 
buildings on the property, and the house itself is set back from the road and accessible from Mill 
Branch Place on the west. 

The farmhouse is side-gabled, and two-and-one-half-stories high, of wood frame 
construction. The main block is three bays by two, with principal facade to the south; a one-story 
gabled wing extends to the rear, inset from the west gable end of the main block. Entrance is in 
the central bay of the three-bay south facade, sheltered by a one-story, shed-roof porch supported 
by turned posts; the four-panel door has a plain, narrow board surround, and a three-pane 
transom. The central south entrance is flanked by two tall double casement windows; windows 
lighting the second story of the south facade are 1/1 double hung sash. Windows in the gable 
ends are 2/2 double hung sash. On the east, there are two windows on the second story, and one 
centered on the first story; their plain board surrounds are painted gray, and there are no shutters. 
On the west, there is no opening on the first story; the two windows that light the second story 
have black louvered shutters, as do the windows of the south facade. 

At loft level on the south facade and flush with the south elevation, there is a shallow 
central crossgable, lighted by a two-section lunette window. The jig-sawn vergeboards which 
decorated the raking cornice of the crossgable and which gave the building its most distinctive 
Victorian feature, have recently been replaced by synthetic soffits and fasciae. The only remnants 
of early trim are the curved brackets under the wide overhanging eaves of the south elevation and 
part of the north. One interior corbelled brick chimney rises at the ridge near the west gable end. 

Extending north from and flush with the east gable end of the main block is a one-story 
kitchen wing, built in the 1950s to replace an original kitchen wing. The wing is two bays by two, 
with two windows lighting the west, one on the north, and a small entry porch and one window 
lighting the east. A tall exterior brick chimney rises at the north gable end, west of the ridge. 

The original wood siding of the main block is covered with white synthetic shingle, as is 
the wing, and the roof with gray synthetic shingle. The foundations are probably of brick, but are 
covered with concrete; there is no basement. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Mo. PG#74B-5 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
c~-- c o- •£- , -- A\ Section 7 Page 
Statement of Significance (continued) • — 

Interior plan of the main block is not the traditional I-house, but rather two unequal 
parlors; the principal south entrance leads into the larger, west parlor. An enclosed stair, 
accessible from this west parlor, rises along the rear of the easternmost space. The fireplace 
originally served by the west chimney has been closed and the mantel removed. Trim around 
doors and windows is of plain board. Most other period features have been repaired and/or 
replaced. 

A short distance southeast of the house are three gravestones of members of the Samuel 
Hamilton family, dating from the early twentieth century. Farther to the east are two large 
twentieth-century bams, and immediately northeast of the house is a separate garage structure. 
Northeast of the garage is a com crib, and another gable-roof tobacco barn with stripping shed. 
(An older stable-bam combination to the northeast was destroyed in the 1980s by lightning and 
fire.) To the south of the this house-and-bam complex, fronting directly on Mill Branch, is 
another house complex: a mid-twentieth-century cottage and two twentieth-century bams. 

I:\hr eval\74b-5.7 
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8. Significance Survey No.PG #74B-5 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J L _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of S ign i f i cance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric _ 
archeology-historic 

•̂  agriculture 
£ architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning landscape architecture religion 
conservation , law science 
economics literature sculpture 
education military social/ 
engineering music humanitarian 
exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
Industry polit ics/government transportat ion 
invention _X_ other (specify) 

Specific dates c a . 1876 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: __A _B C > _D E F G 

Level of Significance: __national _state _local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

• 

The Samuel Hamilton House is representative.of the Victorian vernacular farmhouses 
built in Prince George's County late in the nineteenth century, although it is more modest in plan 
than the traditional I-house which was probably the most frequent type. This house was built by 
Samuel H. Hamilton sometime after his purchase in 1876 of 118-1/2 acres of farmland, ' Samuel 
Hamilton (born 1846) had grown up in Anne Arundel County, but his mother was a member of 
the Duvall family of Prince George's County, and much of his immediate family settled in Prince 
George's County after the Civil War. His sister, Talitha Hamilton, married Beale D. Mullikin, 
hereditary owner of a large tract of land, known as Brazenthorpe Hall, near Queen Anne; the 
Mullikins' handsome stick-style house (no longer standing) was built there early in the 1870s.2 

In 1873, Talitha Mullikin's brother, James Hamilton, purchased an easterly section of the 
Mullikins' farmland, and built a handsome house (the James Hamilton House, #74B-7, listed in 
the National Register) where he raised his family and farmed for the rest of his life.3 

Samuel Hamilton married Elizabeth Augusta Duvall of Prince George's County in 1876, 
the same year that he purchased a 118-acre farm, parts of Brough, Essington and Ample Grange, 
approximately 2 miles north of the farms of his brother and sister. Samuel Hamilton gave his 
new farm the name "Ivy Cliffs", even though the land is almost completely level.4 Probably 
within a year or two of his purchase, he built the subject house, considerably smaller and more 
modest in form than the houses of his sister and brother, but embellished with decorative jigsawn 

1 Prince George's County Deed HB#11:254. 

2 See Inventory form for PG#74B-9, the B. D. Mullikin House Site; Federal Census 
records for Prince George's County, Maryland, Enumeration District #7, 1870-1920. 

3 See National Register nomination for PG#74B-7, the James Hamilton House; Federal 
Census records for Prince George's County, Maryland, Enumeration District #7, 1870-1920. 

"Prince George's County Deed HB#11:254; Federal Census records for Prince George's 
County, Maryland, Enumeration District #7, 1880. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Ho.PG#74B-5 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 Page—2_ 

ornament on the facade. .Samuel and Augusta Hamilton raised their large family in this small 
house, and the family continued to farm the land until the 1930s. Their second son, Edgar 
Hamilton, married Blanche Hyatt of neighboring "Beverly" a mile and a half to the north, and 
spent the rest of his life farming that land. The eldest Hamilton son, Bruce, remained with his 
mother on the subject farm, continuing to farm the land after the death of his father, Samuel 
Hamilton, in 1915. After the death in 1931 of Samuel Hamilton's widow, her heirs applied to the 
Court of Equity for disposition of her property. At that time, the improvements on the Ivy Cliffs 
farm were described as "a six-room frame dwelling ('an old frame dwelling'); stable and corn 
house all in one; and two little tobacco barns 35 by 50 and 30 by 40." The Court ordered sale of 
the property, and in 1938, the farm tract was sold to Meiton Canter, whose family continues to 
farm it today.5 

The small family burial ground, as directed in Augusta Hamilton's will, has been 
preserved. In this graveyard are buried Samuel and Augusta Hamilton, their son, Henry, and 
daughter, Rachel. 

In the 1950s, at the time of the marriage of Merton Canter's son, the owner built and 
moved into a small new house fronting directly on Mill Branch Road, and the older house was 
renovated for the new family'of Merton Canter, Jr. The old kitchen wing was demolished and 
replaced by the current modern kitchen wing, the fireplaces were closed, the synthetic shingle • 
siding was applied, and the south (front) porch rebuilt. In more recent years, the Victorian 
vergeboards were removed from the central crossgable.6 

The Samuel Hamilton farmstead appears to be representative of late nineteenth/early 
twentieth-century establishments in Prince George's County, although the dwelling is considerably 
more modest than the traditional and popular I-house. All farm buildings appear to date from the 
twentieth century. The acreage is still farmed, however, with a wooded area to the east. 

The Samuel Hamilton House, still attractive and livable, has been significantly altered. On 
the interior all mantels have been removed, and fireplaces closed. The original wood siding has 
been covered with synthetic shingle. The jigsawn decoration of the south crossgable, the last 
surviving distinguishing feature, has been replaced by synthetic soffits and fasciae. Some 
windows have been replaced by modern ones, matching those in the 1950s kitchen wing, which 

5See Inventory form for PG#74B-18, Hyatt House; Federal Census records for Prince 
George's County, Maryland, Enumeration District #7, 1920; Prince George's County wills -
WAM#1:687 (1915) and WTD#2:516(1931); Prince George's County Equity #10,102 (1937); 
Prince George's County Deed #449:56. 

6 Site visit and interview with present owner, May 1997. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No.PG:74B-5 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 Page, 

itself was built to replace the original kitchen wing. Although the farmstead is reminiscent of 
turn-of-the-century County farms, the house itseii no longer retains its historic architectural 
integrity, and therefore no longer embodies the distinctive characteristics of the type and period 
of its construction. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey N O . P G #74B-5 

cf. Chain of Title 
cf. Notes Item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 1 6 . 2 3 a c r e s (TM 6 3 , p . 7) 
Quadrangle name Bowie . S e c t i o n E 
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Verbal boundary description and justif ication 
9 

List al l s ta tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 
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• S T 
code county code 

. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Section, M-NCPPC date March 1985, May 1997 

street & number 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive telephone 301-952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state MD 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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Chain of Title 
Samuel Hamilton House 

PG #74B-5 

10755:317 
4 May 1996 
Deed 

Merton L. Canter, Jr., personal representative of Mary M. Canter 
(who died 24 November 1990), to Merton L. Canter, Jr.: same land 
acquired by Merton L. Canter, Sr. (who died 11 August 1989), by 
deed #499:56 (therein mis-spelled as Mertin L. Canter) in 1938; the 
home place of Samuel Hamilton, acquired by Hamilton by deed 
HB#11:254 in 1876; 118 1/2 acres, assessed as 116.2395 acres. 

#499:56 
15 Feb. 1938 
Deed 

S. Marvin Peach and A. Gwynn Bowie, trustees in Equity #10,102, 
to Mertin L. And Mary H. Canter; 118 1/2 acres, the home place of 
the late Samuel H. Hamilton, which he acquired by HB #11:254; 
"excepting from the 118 1/2 acres the Family Graveyard Plot of 
about 25' by 25', with ingress and egress." 

#10,102 
12/10/1937 
Equity 

Suit brought by children of Augusta Duvall Hamilton, deceased; her 
personal estate is insufficient to cover debts, petition is for court-
ordered sale of her real estate; trustees appointed to make sale. 

WTD #2:516 
1931 
Will 

Augusta Duvall Hamilton, who died 6 Feb. 1931, devised 1193/4 
acres, known as Ivy Cliffs, to her children: Bruce G., Edgar P., 
Augusta L., and Rachel A. Hamilton. 

WAM #1:687 
1915 
Will 

Samuel H. Hamilton, who died 29 Aug. 1915, devised his entire 
estate, real and personal, to his wife, Augusta Duvall Hamilton; tax 
assessments show he owned 118 acres which he called Ivy Cliffs. 

HB #11:254 
4 April 1876 
Deed 

Charles Morton Stewart and Josephine Stewart to Samuel H. 
Hamilton; 118 1/2 acres, parts of Brough, Essington and Ample 
Grange, part of land grantors acquired by deed dated 3 Apr. 1876 
(HB#11:253). 
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PG# 74B-5 

South facade 
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East elevation 

West elevation 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #74B-5 Building Date: ca. 1880 

Bui ld ing Name: Samuel Hamilton House 

Location: 17205 M i l l Branch Place, Mi tchel1v i1 le, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Descr ipt ion: 

The Samuel Hamilton house stands on a ca. 100-acre t ract of level farm
land, set back from Mi l l Branch Road. I t is a two-and-one-half-story frame 
gable-roofed house, three bays by two bays. The pr incipal facade is the 
three-bay south facade, sheltered by a one-story porch supported by p la in 
posts. Entrance is through a central door with three pane transom. This 
central door is flanked by 1/1 double windows. There is a shallow central 
cross-gable pediment, with j ig-sawn barge boards decorating i t s raking 
cornice. There is one i n t e r i o r chimney with corbelled cap at the ridge at 
the west gable end. Extending north from the west end of the main block is a 
one-story rear wing. The siding of the house is covered with white asbestos 
sh ingle, and the t r im and shutters are painted dark green. The foundations 
are of b r i ck , and the roof is covered with synthet ic shingle. A short 
distance southeast of the house are three gravestones of members of the 
Hamilton fami ly . Farther east are three twentieth century barns. 

Signi f icance: 

The Samuel Hamilton House is typical of the pla in farmhouses b u i l t in 
Prince George's County la te in the nineteenth century. I t was b u i l t by 
Samuel Hamilton probably shor t ly af ter his purchase of the 118-acre farm in 
1876. The Hamilton family worked th is farm un t i l the 1930's, g iv ing i t the 
name "Ivy C l i f f s " , even though the land is almost completely l e v e l . Af ter 
the death in 1931 of Samuel Hamilton's widow, Augusta, the farm t r ac t was 
sold to Mertin Canter, whose family continues to farm i t today. The house 
has been considerably al tered on the i n t e r i o r ; the f i replaces and one chimney 
have been removed, and the ex ter io r siding has been covered with asbestos 
shingle. The fenest ra t ion , however, has not been changed. The small family 
bur ia l ground, as directed in Augusta Hamilton's w i l l , has been preserved. 
In i t l i e the remains of Samuel and Augusta Hamilton, the i r son, Henry, and 
daughter, Rachel. 

Acreage: 116.23 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. P . . G . # 7 4 B - 5 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1 . Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Samuel Hamilton House 

and/or common 

2. Location 
/720S 

street & number 2905-Mill Branch Place not for publication 

city, town M i t c h e l l v i l l e vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 

t object 

f 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
_ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

X_ no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

, 
museum 
park 

__X_ private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Mertin Canter 

street & number S a m e a s a b o v e te lephone no. 

city, town s ta te and z ip code cu/lb 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse l i b e r 499 

street & number Ma in S t r e e t f o l i o 56 

city, town Upper Marlboro, state M a r y l a n d 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Historic Sites 

date 1974 federal state X county local 

depository for survey records H i s t 0 r y D i v i s i o n , M-NCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale, 

state 
Maryland 20737 



7B Description survey NO. P .G. 74B-5 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site 

X_ good ruins ft. altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepa re bo th a summary paragraph and a gene ra l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today. 

The Samuel Hamilton house stands on a ca. 100-acre t rac t of level 
farmland, set back from Mi l l Branch Road. I t is a two-and-one-half-story 
frame gable-roofed house, three bays by two bays. The pr inc ipal facade is 
the three-bay south facade, sheltered by a one-story porch supported by 
p la in posts. Entrance is through a central door with three-pane transom. 
This central door is flanked by 1/1 double windows. There is a shallow 
centra l cross-gable pediment, wi th j ig-sawn barge boards decorating i t s 
raking corn ice. There is one i n t e r i o r chimney with corbelled cap at the 
ridge at the west gable end. Extending north from the west end of the main 
block is a one-story rear wing. The siding of the house is covered with 
white asbestos sh ing le , and the t r im and shutters are painted dark green. 
The foundations are of b r i ck , and the roof is covered with synthet ic 
sh ing le . 

The house probably has a simple I-house plan; the i n t e r i o r was not 
seen. 

A short distance to the southeast of the house are three gravestones 
of members of the Samuel Hamilton fami ly , dating from the early twent ieth 
century. Farther to the east are three twentieth century barns, and north 
of the house is a separate garage s t ruc tu re . An older stable-barn combina
t i o n ( to the northeast) was destroyed recently by l igh tn ing and f i r e . 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #74B-5 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 

X agriculture 
_X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

J L other (specify) 
Local h is tory 

Specific dates ca. 1880" Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: __A B _C _D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E __F _G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Samuel Hamilton house stands on a ca. 100-acre t ract of level 
farmland, set back from Mi l l Branch Road. I t is a two-and-one-half-story 
frame gable-roofed house, three bays by two bays. The pr incipal facade is 
the three-bay south facade, sheltered by a one-story porch supported by 
p la in posts. Entrance is through a central door with three-pane transom. 
This central door is flanked by 1/1 double windows. There is a shallow 
central cross-gable pediment, with j ig-sawn barge boards decorating i t s 
raking corn ice. There is one i n t e r i o r chimney with corbelled cap at the 
ridge at the west gable end. Extending north from the west end of the main 
block is a one-story rear wing. The s id ing of the house is covered with 
white asbestos shingle, and the t r i m and shutters are painted dark green. 
The foundations are of b r i ck , and the roof is covered with synthet ic 
sh ing le . 

The house probably has a simple I-house plan; the i n te r i o r was not 
seen, 

A short distance to the southeast of the house are three gravestones 
of members of the Samuel Hamilton family, dating from the early twentieth 
century. Farther to the east are three twentieth century barns, and north 
of the house is a separate garage structure. An older stable-barn combina
tion (to the northeast) was destroyed recently by lightning and fire. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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This is a tobacco farm, east of Rte. 301. The house is a low, 
two-story frame building that faces south. It appears to have 
a three-bay main facade, with a central door. There is a Vic
torian porch across the front. A brick chimney is enclosed in 
the west end wall. A one-story wing extends from the (north) 
rear. House presently covered with asbestos shingles. 
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Appears to be the Samuel Hamilton house, indicated on Hopkins' 
1878 Atlas. Needs further documentation. 
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Chain of T i t l e 

#499:56 
15 Feb. 
Deed 

1938 

Equity #10,102 
12/10/1937 

WTD #2:516 
1931 
Wil l 

WAM #1:687 
1915 
Wil l 

HB #11:254 
4 Apr. 1876 
Deed 

Samuel Hamilton House 
PG #74B-5 

S. Marvin Peach and A. Gwynn Bowie, trustees in Equity 
#10,102, to Mertin L. and Mary H. Cantor; 118 1/2 
acres, the homeplace of the late Samuel H. Hamilton, 
which he acquired by HB #11:254. 

Suit brought by chi ldren of Augusta Duvall Hamilton, 
deceased; her personal estate is insu f f i c ien t to cover 
debts; pe t i t i on is for court-ordered sale of her real 
estate; trustees appointed to make sale. 

Augusta Duvall Hamilton, who died 6 Feb. 1931, devised 
119 3/4 acres, known as Ivy C l i f f s , to her ch i ld ren : 
Bruce G., Edgar P., Augusta L. and Rachel A. Hamilton. 

Samuel H. Hamilton, who died 28 Aug. 1915, devised his 
en t i re estate, real and personal, to his w i fe , Augusta 
Duvall Hamilton; tax assessments show he owned 118 
acres which he cal led Ivy C l i f f s . 

Charles Morton and Josephine Stewart to Samuel H. 
Hamilton; 118 1/2 acres, parts of Brough, Essington and 
Ample Grange; part of land grantors acquired by deed 
dated 3 Apr. 1876. 












